Indigent health care: the increasing contribution of AIDS to the health care budget deficit.
With the number of AIDS cases in the United States exceeding 100,000 and rising, it is becoming more of a financial burden to take care of this population. The Regional Medical Center at Memphis, like most hospitals providing indigent care, sustains annually a large deficit for both outpatient and inpatient care of AIDS patients. With the establishment of a dedicated AIDS clinic, it is hoped to maximize outpatient care and the utilization of available financial resources. Implementation of this model may help obviate the financial disaster that is impending for the already overburdened public hospitals and their patients.